
Where ‘Big Pharma’ fail to go, 
we must prevail 

@ProfAsifAhmed 



►  To become the best driver for 
healthier living through our ethos 
of inspiring care and 
breakthrough; taking molecules 
into man to market. Make Every 
Mother And Child Count. 

►  To promote social mobility 
through medical education in 
schools with the highest indices of 
deprivation. Inspire Every 
School Child To Dream Big.  

Our ambition 



What is needed for an idea to succeed? 

►  Clever concept 

►   Courage of conviction  

►  Critical friends 

►  Champions 

►  Collective imagination 

►  Collective cooperation 

►  Collective greater good 



You talk about 
VEGF…but 
what have you 
actually done 
Daddy? 

My most ardent critic! 



Why no drugs available to prevent or treat… 



No progress - preeclampsia is a “disease of theories” 



Is dying to give birth an option?  

1920s 

Today 



Pregnancy is like a car with an accelerator 
and brakes  

If the brakes fail, system crashes, and the 
pregnancy ends up with pre-eclampsia. 
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Ahmed,Thromb. Res. Feb 2011. 



Defective  
Preeclampsia 
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Innovation Therapy 

PravaStatin 

To  

prevent  

preeclampsia 

StAmP Trial 



An innovative funding model at a low cost to the public purse. 



Aston University backs a public medical school 
in Birmingham with local NHS Trusts 
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Demand for medical places from UK and overseas students is 
high and rising - demand for doctors will continue to rise… 
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We can train more UK doctors at low cost to the public purse by capturing the 
international market in medical education.  



Over the last decade there has been little improvement in social 
mobility and health quality in Birmingham 
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We need local doctors 
for “hard to reach” 
communities. 



Aston Medical School- a public medical school- 
a win-win for all!  

►  Low cost to the public purse and fund widening 
participation. 

►  Students paying international fees to help subsidise WM 
students for Medicine at the cost of a funded science 
degree. 

►   Train students from the hard-to-reach communities as 
doctors who are likely to serve their communities. 

►  Giving all the students a business acumen (mini-MBA) 



►  Audiology 

►  Biological Sciences 

►  Optometry 

►  Pharmacy 

Aston is ranked 1st in the UK for subjects allied 
to medicine 




