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About me 
 • Director of digital SME Boilerhouse 

• Member, DCLG Local Data Panel 

• Health & social care T&F group, Birmingham Smart 
Commission 

• Long time consultant to Society of IT Management 

• Director, Making a Difference with Data programme 

• Veteran of many hard and soft-funded ‘bring data to 
the non-expert’ projects and bids  
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Data won’t make a difference unless 
people engage with it……. 
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Traditional data atlas style presentation 



June 2013: data 
project makes BBC R4 
Today programme !! 

Long published open data about 
mortality rates becomes ‘news’ 

Expert reaction: 
 

- The public aren’t ready for this 
 

-   Surely everyone knows this stuff 
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GP data for the 
public 

NB difference in 
difference in public 
rating for Dr Clay 
practice 
(81% here, 77% on 
NHS choices) 



Decision-makers at all levels need to know 
that the data is there….. 

…..and have the tools to interrogate it 
whenever they want to 
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Crowd-sourcing data 
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Making a Difference with Data 
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Making a Difference with Data 

• Connect local leaders and policy-makers across silos 
• Share data but also thinking how data can be used to 

improve and develop their town/city/neighbourhood 
• Initially working with core cities 
 

 

Five elements: 
 
 

• www.madwdata.org.uk 
• DataDaily 
• Spotlight 
• Events in core cities 
• Making a difference with data awards 

 
 

http://www.madwdata.org.uk




Thank you 
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